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Reconstruct the story:

Ursula had a dream holiday planned: 
one week in a seaside town away from 
the noisy city and her busy work life.

She chose an air b&b apartment which 
cost only €100 per week, because she 
had to take care of the owner’s dog.

Yet, somehow nearly everything went 
wrong:  

on the day of her departure, the alarm 
clock rang at 8, instead of 7 a.m.

She couldn’t walk to the train station so 
she took a taxi to get there on time and 

paid €50 for the ride. 

On the train, she sat down and after 
reading some pages in her magazine, 

she fell asleep.

When she woke up, she was convinced 
that her destination was the next stop.

She got off and only when the train left 
the station, she saw the name of the 
place: she stood in the wrong town.

She bought a ticket for the next train 
and about 8 hours later than planned, 
she finally made it to the seaside town.

When she got to the apartment, she 
began to look for the dog: it was sitting 

on the balcony.

When Ursula was about to get it and 
take it out for a walk, the balcony door 
shut behind her, locking her and the 

dog out of the flat.

She heard some noise from the 
neighbour’s flat, so she kept calling for 
help until the neighbours and the fire-

fighters found her.

She felt relieved when she was back in 
the flat and went to the kitchen to eat 
something: she found some crackers in 

the cupboard.

Unfortunately, they were fried in peanut 
oil and Ursula was allergic to peanuts.

She caught a taxi again and ran to the 
ER to get some help.

Fortunately, a young doctor was in 
charge, who immediately understood 

the problem and could save her.

She and the doctor knew straight away 
that they were made for each other: 

they got married one year later.
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Now retell the story completing the missing simple past forms:

Ursula (have) a dream holiday planned: 
one week in a seaside town away from 
the noisy city and her busy work life.

She (choose) an air b&b apartment 
which (cost) only €100 per week, because 

she (have) to take care of the owner’s 
dog.

Yet, somehow nearly everything (go) 
wrong:  

on the day of her departure, the alarm 
clock (ring) at 8, instead of 7 a.m.

She (cannot) walk to the train station so 
she (take) a taxi to get there on time 

and (pay) €50 for the ride. 

On the train, she (sit down) and after 
reading some pages in her magazine, 

she (fall) asleep.

When she (wake up), she (be) 
convinced that her destination (be) the 

next stop.

She (get off) and only when the train 
(leave) the station, she (see) the name of 

the place: she (stand) in the wrong 
town.

She (buy) a ticket for the next train and 
about 8 hours later than planned, she 
finally (make) it to the seaside town.

When she (get) to the apartment, she 
(begin) to look for the dog: it (be) sitting 

on the balcony.

When Ursula (be) about to get it and 
take it out for a walk, the balcony door 
(shut) behind her, locking her and the 

dog out of the flat.

She (hear) some noise from the 
neighbour’s flat, so she (keep) calling 
for help until the neighbours and the 

fire-fighters (find) her.

She (feel) relieved when she (be) back 
in the flat and (go) to the kitchen to eat 
something: she (find) some crackers in 

the cupboard.

Unfortunately, they (be) fried in peanut 
oil and Ursula (be) allergic to peanuts.

She (catch a taxi again and (run) to the 
ER to get some help.

Fortunately, a young doctor (be) in 
charge, who immediately (understand) 

the problem and (can) save her.

She and the doctor (know) straight away 
that they (be) made for each other: they 

(get) married one year later.
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Can you remember the story based on some simple key words?

dream holiday air b&b / €100 / the owner’s dog

wrong / alarm clock walk / taxi / €50

train / magazine convinced / next stop

station / place / wrong town ticket / 8 hours / seaside town

apartment / dog / balcony walk / balcony door / locking

noise / calling / neighbours relieved / kitchen / crackers

peanut oil / allergic taxi / ER

young doctor / save she & doctor / married
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